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Rise and Shine!
(Is. 60:1-5))

Joseon in 19 century was in darkness by national injury,
poverty, sexism, and unsanitary life habits. It was a nation of idol
worship with superstitions, shaman’s exorcism were rampant.
In this land, the beginning of the Gospel's light started coming
to Korea by missionaries. At that time, missionaries came to the
uncivilized country which was very different from their language
and culture and by undergoing all sorts of troubles, spread the
Gospels. And they also founded hospitals and schools. In those
days, our awareness about Christianity was respected in Korea.

Owing to God’s grace, the Gospel of Jesus Christ's cross, and
the strong work of spirit, Korean churches grew explosively.
Especially, after the Korean War, the unique desire and light
of our devastated land were churches. And now, how is our country? The
starting point of 1990, the growth of Korean churches was slow. In 2,000,
at last, Korean churches have minus growth.
Finally, people in the world do not think that
the church is the object of love and trust any
more.

The churches lost its light. After the
churches’ lost its light, our society has fallen
into darkness.

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and
the glory of the Lord rise upon you” (Is 60”1).

God's first order is “Arise”. In the Book of
John 5, Jesus said to one who was an invalid
for 38 vears, “Get up and pick up your mat and
walk.” Like an invalid person for 38 years and
like an unable man to walk from birth, the way
that the Korean church rise again is that they
must be indebted to Jesus Christ's word and
rise up.

Moreover, God says, ‘shine.” And there,
we do not make this light but God makes it.
The worldly people can see the Christ’s light
through us who believe in Jesus Christ. Jesus
says that our light is good conduct. When we
do good works and good conduct, the worldly
people can see the light through us who
believe Jesus.

My beloved Christians,

We have to be concerned about how much we service, love, and dedicate,
because Jesus said to us “Arise and shine.”

“Lift up your eves and look about you: all assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm” (Is
60:4).

When we obey God’s order, a number of people get together because
God’s order has the light and the Gospels, because there is a good conduct,
because it is full of joy and love, because the purpose of life, meaning, and
happiness are overwhelmed with joy.

All of our family, at work, our church, and the Korean church should arise
and shine. By arising and shinning, I sincerely pray that they will be used
to guide people to our savior and the way of blessings in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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